FINALLY THE COLD AND ICE ARE SUBSIDING. TIME TO GET THOSE TWO
WHEELS TURNING. YOU DON YOUR RIDING GEAR AND HEAD FOR THE
GARAGE, SHED, BASEMENT, OR BACKYARD. GRABBING THOSE “I MISSED
YOU HANDLEBARS"”, YOU HEAD FOR THE STREET. MMMM... PUSHES A
LITTLE HEAVY. DID IT GAIN WEIGHT? NO IT MUST BE THE TIRES ARE A
LITTLE LOW. YOU CAN TOP THEM OFF WHEN YOU FILL UP.

FOR THOSE OF US WHO HAVE A MANUAL PETCOCK, WE WILL TURN IT ON
AND OPERATE THE CHOKE, HIT THE STARTER BUTTON AND.... HEY SHE
TURNED OVER A WHOLE HALF A TURN. NO PROBLEM, FLIP OUT THE KICK
STARTER, FOLLOW THROUGH AND...... NOTHING! KICK KICK AND KICK
AFTER KICK. DANG STILL NOTHING.

SOUND FAMILIAR?

LETS GO OVER SOME THINGS THAT CAN CAUSE AND PREVENT THIS MOST
FRUSTRATING AND COSTLY SITUATION.

A PROPER STORAGE RITUAL IS NOT AS TIME CONSUMING AND COSTLY AS
THE CONSEQUENCE FOR NEGLECTING THIS VERY EASY PROCESS.

THAT BIKE MAY ROLL HEAVY DUE TO LOW TIRE PRESSURES OR
DRAGGING BRAKES. PROPERLY STORED MOTORCYCLES ARE STORED
RESTING STRAIGHT UPRIGHT AND LEVEL WITH THE FRONT AND REAR
SUSPENSION FULLY EXTENDED. MAIN STANDS ARE CONVENIENT TO GET
THE WEIGHT OFF THE REAR WHEEL OF COURSE BUT NOT THE FRONT. YOU
WILL NEED SOME INGENUITY IN THIS AREA AND BE SURE TO REMEMBER IT
WILL BE THERE FOR A WHILE. STABILITY IS THE KEY WORD.

WITH YOUR WHEELS FULLY “"UNLOADED “YOU WILL HAVE SOME OPTIONS
WITH THE TIRES. TIRES STORE WELL WITHOUT BEING INFLATED, BUT
THIS IS INCONVENIENT COME SPRING SO YOU MUST PLAN ACCORDINGLY.
AIR PUMP... AIR TANK... AIR COMPRESSOR. SILICONE SPRAY ON THE
FORK SEALS (THE SEALS NOT THE DUST COVER OR BOOT) WILL KEEP
THEM FROM DRYING OUT AVOIDING A LEAK COME SPRING'’S FIRST TOUCH
DOWN.

WITH THE WHEELS AND SUSPENSION EXTENDED YOU WILL BE ABLE TO
PERIODICALLY SPIN THEM AND OPERATE THE BRAKE SYSTEM TO KEEP IT IN
WORKING ORDER. SOME SPRAY LUBE AT ALL OF THE PIVOTS KEEPS THEM
WORKING AND CORROSION FREE,

EVERY THREE WEEKS IS A GOOD INTERVAL FOR OPERATION OF ALL
MECHANICAL CONTROLS IF YOU CAN BUT ANY IS BETTER THAN NONE.
THIS OF COURSE IS EASIER WITH THE BIKE ELEVATED AS MENTIONED.



THE ENGINE THAT DID NOT SPIN EASILY CAN BE A COMBINATION OF A
LOW BATTERY OR SLIGHTLY CORRODED CYLINDER(S).

WHEN AN ENGINE’S CYLINDER(S) ARE LEFT DORMANT OVER EXTENDED
PERIODS THEY CAN BE LEFT IN AN OPEN (TO THE ELEMENTS) POSITION.
THIS CAN LEAD TO CORROSION IN THE COMBUSTION CHAMBER CAUSING
ANYTHING FROM FRICTION TO A LOSS OF ITS SEAL. SPRAYING A
FOGGING AGENT IN THE CYLINDER(S) AND/OR PERIODIC SPIN THROUGH
ARE PROPER PREVENTION FOR THIS MOST COSTLY OF ALL STORAGE
DEMONS.

MOTORCYCLE BATTERIES ARE COMPACT IN SIZE THEREFORE ARE SHORT
LIVED WITHOUT GOOD STORAGE HABITS. USE DISTILLED WATER ONLY
FOR BATTERIES THAT NEED TOPPING OFF. A BATTERY CHARGER WITH A
1/10™ AMP HOUR RATING SHOULD BE USED TO CHARGE THE BATTERY.
OF COURSE THE BATTERY MUST BE PREPARED CORRECTLY FROM
PURCHASE. SEE (“BATTERIES AND THEIR CARE”)*

SO YOUR BATTERY SPINS YOUR FREE ENGINE OVER AND STILL NO LIFE?
FUEL? FUEL HAS SUFFERED IN ITS QUALITY SINCE THE GAS CRUNCH OF
THE 1970’s. MANY VOLATILES ARE IN PRESENT DAY FUELS AND CAN
LEAVE DEPOSITS THAT ARE UNWANTED CLOGGING MANY METERING HOLES
ESSENTIAL TO THE PROPER AIR FUEL RATIOS OF YOUR MOTORCYCLE'S
CARBS. THIS HAPPENS DUE TO HOW CARBURETORS WORK PERIOD. SEE
("CARBURETION FOR MOTORCYCLES")*

PREVENTION IS IN ITS SIMPLEST FORM. DO NOT LEAVE FUEL IN THE
CARBS. IT MUST BE DRAINED! You CAN NOT RUN IT OUT. AN
ADDITIVE CAN DAMAGE SOME OF THE SENSITIVE RUBBER PARTS IN THE
CARBS. THE BEST THING TO DO IS DRAIN THE CARBS! THIS
PROCEDURE WHATEVER IT MAY BE FOR YOUR PARTICULAR MODEL IS
ESSENTIAL TO PREVENTING CONTAMINATION OF YOUR CARBS. EVEN
CARBS THAT SIT MORE THAN TWO WEEKS NEED THE CARBS DRAINED
RELEASING STALE FUEL THAT HAS A LOWER FLASH POINT.

OIL WITH ALL OF ITS QUALITY LUBRICATION ABILITY STILL HAS A DEMON
SIDE. OIL GOES THROUGH A CHEMICAL CHANGE FROM THE
TEMPERATURES IMPOSED UPON IT BY YOUR ENGINE. IT BECOMES ACIDIC
AFTER REACHING CERTAIN TEMPERATURES AND CAN DAMAGE IMPORTANT
ENGINE INTERNALS. THIS CAN BE AVOIDED WITH A SIMPLE OIL CHANGE
BEFORE STORAGE. PUTTING IN FRESH OIL WITHOUT STARTING THE
ENGINE WILL AVOID ANY CORROSION TO THE INTERNALS. OIL ALSO



LOSES LUBRICATION ABILITIES OVER TIME. EVEN THIS FRESH OIL
SHOULD BE REMOVED BEFORE ANY SPRING STARTUPS. SOUNDS COSTLY
BUT NOT AS COSTLY AS INTERNAL ENGINE CORROSION. FOR MORE ON OIL
AND OIL CHANGES SEE “OILS WELL THAT ENDS WELL"*,

FINALLY, USE A GOOD CHAIN LUBE FOR THE TYPE OF CHAIN YOU HAVE
AND COVER WITH A COVER THAT CAUSE THE LEAST CONDENSATION WHILE
KEEPING IT DRY IF OUTSIDE OR ANY PLACE WITHOUT MOISTURE
PREVENTION.

THESE TIPS WILL HELP YOU ENJOY THE DAWN OF RIDING SEASON FROM
THE START AND SAVED YOU SOME OF YOUR HARD EARNED MONEY.

HERE’S HOPING TO GIVE YOU A WAVE FROM THE OTHER LANE!
RoOss



